
GRANARD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held in the Granard Community Library  on Tuesday, 23rd July 2019 at 3.30 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor P.J. Reilly.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, Michael Carrigy,





Garry Murtagh and Turlough McGovern.
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. David Coppinger, Senior Executive Engineer.





Mr. Fergus Kennedy, Arts Officer
APOLOGY:


Ms. Ann Marie McKeon, Administrative Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, the Minutes

of Committee Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on the 22nd March 2019 were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, the Minutes of March 2019 Municipal District Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on the 
22nd March 2019 were confirmed and adopted. 

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh, the Minutes of 2019 Annual Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on the 17th June 2019 were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

None.

ATTENDANCE BY FERGUS KENNEDY, ARTS OFFICER.

F. Kennedy briefed the members on report circulated -  Granard Public Art Features Outline under the following headings and replied to queries raised by the members –
Themes
-
Larry Cunningham, Eddie Macken, Brendan O’Reilly.

Locations, Budget, Time Frame and Commissioning Process.

It was agreed that the Public Art Features be located at three different sites in Granard.

Sources of funding were considered in depth by the members and it was agreed that the following options be explored  -

· Housing projects – Per Cent for Art Scheme .  

(It was noted that Per Cent for Art Scheme is not provided for under “Turn Key” housing projects.)

· Leader Funding – which will necessitate the Granard MD members forming a committee to access funding.

· General Municipal Allocation – funding allocation over five year term.

· Special Projects Funding. 

It was also agreed that the local schools be involved in the project.

Granard Public Art Features to remain on the Agenda. 

Lighting of General Sean McEoin Monument in Ballinalee.
A costing to be prepared for uplighting of the monument.
AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT.
D. Coppinger detailed the Area Engineer’s Progress Report, as circulated, and replied to queries raised. 

Councillor P.J. Reilly.

Pedestrian Crossing at Barrack Street   - will be brought to the attention of the TII.

Councillor Micheal Carrigy.

Ballinascraw Cross -  Vehicle Activated Signs will be provided at this location 

APPROVAL TO ATTENDANCE OF GRANARD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT 
MEMBER AT TWINNING EVENT IN ESSERT, FRANCE ON THE 25TH JULY 2019.
No members available to attend Twinning Event in Essert, France on the 25th July 2019.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
The following two Notices of Motions were taken together –

Works on Market Street, Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. J. Reilly -
 “I call on Longford County Council to carry out upgrade works on Market Street, Granard to include repair/replacement of the footpaths and the railings.”

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. McGovern and seconded by Councillor P. Brady -

“That the buckled railings and the condition of the path at Market Street be addressed, as this issue is ongoing since 2017.”
D. Coppinger stated that works are planned for Market Street, Granard for later this year. The street itself will be resurfaced in late August, this will probably be completed during night works due to the traffic management requirements.

Separately and later in the year it is hoped to replace the raised section of footpath and replace/repair the railings as well.

Low Cost Safety Scheme – Purth Cross.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor P. Brady   -

“I wish to put a motion forward to the meeting for the Council to apply for a Low Cost Safety Scheme so as to stagger the junction at Purth Cross. This is one of the most dangerous junctions in the County.”
D. Coppinger stated that the realignment (staggering) of this junction would be too expensive to qualify for a Low-Cost Scheme as they generally must be less than €50,000.   Instead this would require a Specific Improvement Grant to cover the cost. Currently there is no funding stream for realignment schemes on local or regional roads.

The Council has carried out some Low Cost works at the location in the past by way of signage improvements and perhaps this can be reviewed to see if further Low-Cost measures could be implemented.
It was agreed that the Road Design Section will be requested to prepare a design for this junction in the event that funding (Specific Improvement Grant) becomes available.  An update to be provided to the members at the next MD Meeting. 
Church View Road, Granard.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. McGovern and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -

“That a Yellow Box Junction and relevant signage be provided on Church View Road, Granard – this request is of high importance as there  could be a health and safety risk at this location.”
MD staff are planning to carry out some works at this location later this year. A plan will be prepared for a through road and parking, primarily using road markings to delineate the separate areas. This plan will then be discussed with the Gardai and local residents. If an acceptable plan can be developed, it is hoped to carry out the work towards the end of this year, subject to funding.

Ballymaurice Road, Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. McGovern and seconded by Councillor P. J. Reilly -

“The footpath as you turn off N55 to Ballymaurice Road is very uneven and needs to be replaced.”

This will be carried out later this year as funding is set aside for this type of work. Planning works have commenced and discussions are ongoing with Eir, in order to remove or relocate a pole in the middle of the path and works on the path itself should commence in October or November once the Public Roads Programme and the LIS programme have been completed.

Road Safety Measures.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Murtagh and seconded by Councillor T. McGovern     -

“That Road safety measures be undertaken at:

· Molly Cross  -
This can be considered for a Low-Cost Safety Scheme as there are some works that can be done to improve sightlines at this location. Specific proposals will be discussed with the landowners and if they are agreeable this might be included in the next application list for LCS funding to the Dept of Transport in October 2019.
· Dolans Hill 
D. Coppinger stated that he is not aware of any issues at this location.  It is quite difficult to pin down the exact cause of the driver behaviour issues at this location.  Longford County Council will try to develop a solution and perhaps seek special funding such as a LCS scheme depending on what solutions are viable.

· Smear Road/Shrine.
A plan has been developed for improving this junction. The original plan, which was to completely realign approximately 100m of the Moyne road, is estimated to be very costly and there is no Special Improvement scheme funding stream forthcoming at present.  However we have developed a simpler lower cost interim solution involving removing ditches and relocating some of the railing around the Shrine. This was discussed and agreed in general terms with the locals. It will be submitted in the next application list for LCS funding to the Dept of Transport in October 2020.

Village Enhancement Measures    - Aughnacliffe..
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Murtagh and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy  -   
“Village Enchantment measures for Augnacliffe-
D. Coppinger gave the following responses  -
· Complete the Footpaths on the approach roads & Village Environs 

Longford County Council will examine the need for footpaths in Aughnacliffe village. As previously stated at the July 2017 meeting, the Council will develop a “needs” plan for the area’s footpaths, in conjunction with the members and locals. 

However, any construction of footpaths will be funding dependant. As you may be aware, every town and village in the district has requirements for new footpaths and repairs and therefore footpaths construction works will need to be prioritised on District wide basis dependant on funding available and perceived needs. 
· Upgrade & extension of village lighting

Longford County Council are required by National policy to reduce carbon emissions by 30% by 2020.

As part of this policy, Longford County Council have been seeking to upgrade our public lighting stock to energy efficient lighting and this continues where the funding opportunities arise. In addition, a national LED retrofit programme is being established by the Roads Maintenance Office on behalf of the CCMA and this project will be before Longford County Council soon for the consideration of the councillors.

With regard to extending the Public Lighting Network, it has been the practise of Longford County Council in recent years, in line with the National policy, not to extend existing public lighting networks other than taking in charge the lighting in estates built by developers and infill of gaps in existing lighting.
· Review of traffic calming measures in the village.

As stated earlier Longford County Council will examine the need for footpaths in Aughnacliffe village. As part of this it is appropriate to consider Build-outs and other Traffic Calming Measures. Longford County Council will try to develop some proposals, however as with the Footpaths requirements above any construction/installation of traffic calming measures will be funding dependant.
A.O.B.
Sign for Midland Karting – Councillor T. McGovern.

· to be referred to the Planning Department.
Direction Signs – Overgrown Hedges  -  Councillor G. Murtagh.

Hedgecutting Notices have been issued. 
Recent Local Events.

The members complimented the organisers of the recent Ballinamuck Fair Day and the Granard Agricultural Show.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 
24th September 2019.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.

PAGE  
1

